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Agenda Item No. 10 
 

The Vale of Glamorgan Council 
 

Cabinet: 17th December, 2018 
 

Report of the Leader 
 

Community Asset Transfer Application - War Memorial Site, 
Wick Road, Ewenny 
 

Purpose of the Report 

1. To advise Cabinet of the recommendations of the Community Asset Transfer (CAT) 
Working Group and Insight Board of a Stage 2 CAT application from Ewenny 
Community Council ('Community Council') in respect of the War Memorial Site, Wick 
Road, Ewenny. 

Recommendations  

1. That the contents of the report be noted. 
2. That the Community Asset Transfer Application for the War Memorial site at Wick 

Road, Ewenny from Ewenny Community Council be approved and that the Head of 
Finance/Section 151 Officer be authorised to agree terms and conditions for a lease 
of the site to the Community Council. 

3. That the Monitoring Officer/Head of Legal and Democratic Services be authorised to 
prepare and execute the necessary documentation for the Community Asset Transfer 
of the site referred to in Recommendation (2) above to the Community Council 
(subject to no objections being received in line with recommendation 4) 

4. That the Monitoring Officer/Head of Legal and Democratic Services be authorised to 
advertise the disposal of the public open space in accordance with Section 123 (2A) 
of the Local Government Act 1972. 

Reasons for Recommendations 

1. Having considered the application and the information received from the Community 
Council. 

2. In line with the Community Asset Transfer process. 
3. In order to permit the transfer of the site to the Community Council to proceed subject 

to no objections being received in respect of the proposed disposal 
4. In order for the proper legal process to be followed. 
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Background 

2. In April 2016 Cabinet approved a revised CAT process and associated guidance 
which had been developed by officers drawn from a wide range of Council 
departments and based on Welsh Government's Best Practice Guide (Minute No. 
C3134 refers). 

3. The revised CAT process and associated guidance outlined what applications would 
be dealt with on a case by case basis.   

4. As part of the CAT process, applications and Expressions of Interest (EOI) are 
received and considered by the CAT Working Group with consists of a number of 
officers including Legal Services, Finance, Democratic Services, Estates, Planning 
and Regeneration, Education, Performance and Policy, and representatives from 
Glamorgan Voluntary Services and One Voice Wales.   

5. Following consideration of any EOI applications, applicants may or may not then be 
invited to Stage 2 of the process to submit a full business plan.  The full business 
plan will then again receive full consideration by the CAT Working Group following 
which recommendations will be reported to the Council's Insight Board (a board 
consisting of the Managing Director and senior officers of the Council) with the 
recommendations of the Insight Board being ultimately referred to Cabinet for 
consideration under the process. 

Relevant Issues and Options 

6. An EOI application was received from the Community Council to take possession of 
the War Memorial site at Wick Road, Ewenny shown on the image attached at 
Appendix 1.  The application site is a small area of public open space adjacent to the 
public highway that contains the village war memorial, a memorial tree and a bench.  
In their application the Community Council advise that the area acts as a focal point 
for the village and also has the potential to be managed to create a more attractive 
space with planting and artwork.  

7. Following consideration by the CAT Working Group, the Community Council were 
subsequently invited to proceed to Stage 2 of the CAT Application process. 

8. A  Stage 2 application (business plan) attached at Appendix 2 to this report was 
subsequently received and considered by the CAT Group however, at that time 
although the Group indicated that they were minded to recommend approval of the 
application, the application had not addressed the issue of consultation as outlined 
within the CAT guidance.  The applicant was therefore requested to provide evidence 
to demonstrate the engagement that had been undertaken taken within the 
community.   

9. Information has now been received from the Community Council advising that a 
notice had been placed on the Community Council's website so that residents could 
contact the Council with any views and a screenshot of the page on the website had 
been forwarded to the CAT Co-ordinator for the record.  The Community Council had 
also advertised a "get together" event that was held at the Village Hall on 23rd June, 
2018 which advised residents that they could speak at the Community Council event 
to discuss their views on the proposal.  No views have been received to date. 

10. Having fully considered the information presented by the Community Council, the 
CAT Working Group subsequently agreed that the information received met their 
requirements and that a formal recommendation should be made to the Council's 
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Insight Board and subsequently to the Council's Cabinet that the application be 
approved. 

11. On 18th October, 2018 the recommendation of the CAT Working Group was 
presented to the Insight Board who approved the recommendation for presentation to 
Cabinet. 

12. Part of the site is adopted highway and it is possible that a footway may be 
developed across part of the site at some point in the future.  This will be taken into 
account when agreeing the precise terms and conditions of the CAT transfer with the 
Community Council. 

13. It is recommended that any transfer of the War Memorial site should be on the basis 
of a long term leasehold with account taken of the adopted status of part of the site.  
This will protect the Council's longer term interests insofar as the use can be 
restricted for the term of the lease for the proposed use. 

Resource Implications (Financial and Employment) 

14. The cost of maintaining the site will become the responsibility of the Community 
Council when the transfer is completed.  A small section of the land to be transferred 
forms part of the adopted highway and as such, the Head of Neighbourhood Services 
and Transport has been consulted.  The adopted highway element would need to 
continue to be maintained at the public expense. 

Sustainability and Climate Change Implications 

15. The need to ensure that services are sustainable for future generations is a key 
element of the Reshaping Services Agenda.  

Legal Implications (to Include Human Rights Implications) 

16. The Council’s approach to any CAT and any guidance or processes it agrees to deal 
with such applications should aim to align with the principles of the Well-being of 
Future Generations (Wales) Act 2015. 

17. The Council will consider all applications in accordance with its own agreed process 
and guidance.  However, it is not obliged to accept an application for CAT unless it is 
satisfied that it meets the criteria set out in its guidance. 

18. The Council has the powers under Section 123 of the Local Government Act 1972 to 
dispose of land in any manner it wishes.  The only constraint is that a disposal must 
be for the best consideration reasonably obtainable, otherwise the Council must 
obtain the consent of the Welsh Government.  However, pursuant to the General 
Disposal Consent (Wales) 2003 it can dispose at an undervalue of up to £2m if it is 
satisfied that the disposal is in the interests of the economic social or environmental 
wellbeing of the whole. 

19. Furthermore, Section 123 (2A) of the Local Government Act 1972 states that no 
principal council may dispose of land consisting or forming part of an open space 
unless, before disposing of the land, they cause notice of their intentions to do so, 
specifying the land in question, to be advertised in two consecutive weeks in a 
newspaper circulating in the area in which the land is situated, and consider any 
objections to the proposed disposal which may be made to them. 
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Crime and Disorder Implications 

20. It is considered that the use of the site (through the CAT process), would develop a 
sense of community ownership and engagement which could assist in addressing 
any issues of crime and disorder that may exist.  

Equal Opportunities Implications (to include Welsh Language issues) 

21. The CAT process is delivered in accordance with the Council's Equal Opportunities 
and Welsh Language policies, statutory requirements and ethos.  Equality Impact 
Assessments will be undertaken for schemes where it is deemed appropriate to do 
so. 

Corporate/Service Objectives 

22.  The CAT Guidance supports the Council's Reshaping Services programme. 

Policy Framework and Budget 

23. This is a matter for Executive decision by Cabinet. 

Consultation (including Ward Member Consultation) 

24. Local Ward Members (Llandow and Ewenny and St. Brides Major) for the site have 
been consulted.  

Relevant Scrutiny Committee 

25. Corporate Performance and Resources  

Background Papers 

Vale of Glamorgan CAT Guidance  
  
Contact Officer 

Lorna Cross, Operational Manager (Property)  
 
Officers Consulted 

Members of the CAT Working Group and Insight Board 
 
Responsible Officer: 

Carys Lord Head of Finance / Section 151 Officer  
Managing Director  
 
 
























	Agenda Item No. 10 - CAT Application, War Memorial Site, Ewenny
	 Appendix 1
	Appendix 2

